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ment should forthwith take some of the more obvious steps to show
the American Government and people that there is no truth in
the repeated allegations reaching us from various Japanese sources
that all foreign interests are to be gradually turned out of
China.
I said that one obvious step of prime importance would be the
immediate cessation of bombing and otherwise interfering with
American missions and other American property in areas far re-
moved from military or naval operations. Such unwarrantable acts
are taking place constantly, as daily reports pouring into our Embassy
clearly show. Moreover, the plea that these outrages are accidental
is obviously untenable in view of the volume and constancy of these
depredations, which recently have involved not only the loss of
American property but the loss of American life and the desecration
of our flag.
I also brought out an oral rejoinder to the Japanese note of
November 14 concerning navigation on the Yangtze River.
I furthermore again asked for an interpretation of Prince Konoye's
observation in his broadcast of November 3 that Japan will co-operate
with foreign nations so long as they understand the true intention
of Japan and adopt policies suitable for the new conditions. I
said I would be glad to learn how this proposed co-operation is
expected to work out in actual practice. For instance, Americans
have continually been told in recent months by Japanese nationals
in China that American trade with China will be tolerated only
if American interests deal through Japanese middlemen. I asked
whether the Minister envisaged such " co-operation " in that light
since this practice is progressively being put into effect in China
to-day.
The Minister in reply thanked me for my frankness. He agreed
with me that complete frankness between us was most desirable
even if unpalatable truths had to be expressed* With regard to the
allegation that Americans would in future be expected to deal only
through Japanese middlemen he authorized me to give the Secretary
a categorical denial. He said that Japan desired and intended to
assure for herself certain raw materials, but that there would be a
very large and probably increasing field for American trade and
other enterprise which would be welcomed.
I once again appealed for immediate measures to meet our
desiderata, again emphasizing their great importance in meeting
American public opinion, and the formal part of our conversation
terminated.
I left with the Minister an informal record of my representations,
marked " oral," and said that this was in no respect a diplomatic
document but merely an aid to him in accurately recording what I
had said. The Minister expressed appreciation of this procedure
and said that he himself would follow it in his future talks with me.
We agreed that it would be mutually helpful to meet often*

